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Breeding a new  cultivar Cherilmais and 
individual selection of its flower color mutation from cultivation 

plants 

Zentaro INABA 
Izu Agricultural Research Center/ Shizuoka Res. Inst. of Agri. and Forest. 

Abstract 

Breeding of the new  cultivars ‘Cherilmais’ and ‘Ladymais’ for pot plants was successful, and were
subsequently registered with the Plant Variety Registration System in Japan.  The seed of the natural crossing of ‘Sweetripple’
was seeded in 2001 and ‘Cherilmais’ was selected from the seedling individuals for pot plants.  The cultivar ‘Cherilmais’ was
characterized by double flower heads with light pink ray florets and showed high quality potted flowers.  The flowering time of
‘Cherilmais’ was earlier than both ‘Pink Star’ and ‘Pink Pom’, which has a similar flower head.  The cultivar ‘Ladymais’ was
selected for its dark pink flower from the bud mutation of the cultivar ‘Cherilmais’ in growers’ greenhouses in Izunokuni-city.
The growth and flowering characteristics of ‘Ladymais’ were similar to ‘Cherilmais’; except for flower color.  Growers can
cultivate both cultivars in the same cropping type so that only the flower colors are different. 
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